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Kings Park Gazette 

 

About the Gazette 
The Gazette is published quarterly: January, April, July, and 
October.  Suggestions and submissions should be sent to 
Charlotte Hannagan, xarlot@gmail.com. 
The KPCA reserves the right to not publish any material it 
deems inappropriate.  To advertise, see the advertising 
form at www.kings-park.org or contact Charlotte Hannagan. 

We’re excited for summer and the 2022 Kings Park July 4th 
Parade and Picnic!  For those new to Kings Park, the July 4th 
Parade began with a few neighborhood families gathering with 
the kids’ decorated bikes and wagons for a one block parade. 
Each year that small parade grew larger but still retained the 
focus on home-made, patriot theme ‘parade items’, and            
costumes.  This will be our 58th parade if I counted correctly. 
After the pandemic forced some changes to the picnic               
opportunity last year, we are hoping for great weather and more 
community participation in the celebration this year. 
 
The new KPCA tradition of presenting a July 4th participation 
medal to the younger children will continue. Limited 2022     
edition medals on lanyards will be issued at the KPES just before 
the parade starts.  It appears that the July 4th medals are        
keepsakes for many kids to add to their room decor.      
 
The parade will start promptly at 10:00 am at the flagpole in 
front of the KPES. Please assemble and line up on Harrow Way 
in the street in front of the school. The side parking lot is for  
parade vehicles that will be inserted near the end of the parade 
along with the adult walkers.   The Fairfax County CERT        
members will be providing safety marshals at several               
intersections, and their CERT Bike Team will attempt to wrangle 
the children on bicycles to keep them at a safe distance behind 
the lead parade vehicle. 
 
The Parade ends at the Trafalgar Court entrance to Kings Park 
Park. You are cordially invited to proceed through the park to the 
upper parking area where the Picnic officially starts immediately 
after the parade ends at the park, but will be opening for food 
sales (picnic food and refreshments—$7 for a combo meal, CASH 
ONLY) at 11:00 am.  The Kings Park Band also continues the 
KPCA traditions with over an hour of live Patriotic music at about 
11:15am. 
 
We will continue to welcome everyone to the July 4th parade and 
picnic.  These community events are for you to enjoy and        
support, and paid for by membership dues. We are seeing some 
increase in the number of attendees at community events which 

is wonderful, but at the same time the number of KPCA members 
is not near what it was in past years.    
 
As you probably know, KPCA dues are only $25 ($20 for      
seniors) per family/household per year.   Being a KPCA   
member means that you are connected with your community, 
neighbors, and the continued great appearance of our           
neighborhood (and property values).  Your dues help pay for the 
upkeep of the common areas of Kings Park (the entrances at 
Kings Park Drive and Southampton, median strip on Kings Park 
Drive, the two traffic circles, and the traffic calming nubs (bump 
outs) along Southampton), as well as community events.  This is 
your community and we want you to be an active participant in 
any way you can.  Reach out if you’d like to volunteer! 
 
KPCA community meetings will continue to be conducted on-line 
for the convenience of our members. We realize that you have a 
busy schedule but we encourage you to attend whenever you 
can.  Let us know if there’s some topic or guest speaker you 
would like to hear from. 
 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the traditional Senior’s       
Luncheon again this year due to COVID restrictions - we hope to 
bring this tradition back next year!  I always enjoyed the Senior’s 
Luncheon as it gave me an opportunity to talk with our seasoned 
residents and answer their questions. 
 
You should be aware that the VDOT planned upgrades to the 
Braddock Road Multimodal Improvements Project are moving 
ahead. VDOT has agreed to provide an on-line meeting with the 
KPCA on June 16, 2022. The VDOT staff will review the project 
alternatives and answer questions, upon your request. Details 
will be published on the KPCA Facebook page.  
 
I owe a special thanks to the Kings Park Board members for their 
initiatives and work behind the scenes to keep providing        
community activities and opportunities for our members. 
 
Respectfully, 
Jim Sobecke 

KINGS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION—PO BOX 1243, SPRINGFIELD, VA  22151—WWW.KINGS-PARK.ORG 

Letter from the President 
Jim Sobecke 
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As of June 1, 2022, 325 families 
were official members of the 
Kings Park Civic Association. At 
this point in 2021, 425  families 
had paid their dues, and  in June 
of 2020, 381 families had joined 
KPCA. We can do better!  
 
Thanks to all of the KPCA       
families who have joined! 
However, we need to increase 
our 2022 membership in order 
to sustain all of the wonderful 
events and services provided by 
the KPCA! 
 
Your membership will ensure 
that more Kings Park neighbors 
will be able to take part in the 
benefits that the KPCA offers, 
such as: social events,          
neighborhood camaraderie, 
grounds maintenance,         
Neighborhood Watch, affiliation 
with local government              
organizations, and more.  
 
Congratulations! The KPCA 
family winners of our recent 
Membership Raffle were:     
Jozette V,  John and Doris    
Miller and Robert and Barbara 

Mirabello. Each family won a 
gift card to a local business.  
 
Your dues, involvement, and  
volunteerism to support KPCA 
help to keep Kings Park one of 
the most highly desired       
neighborhoods in the Northern 
Virginia area.  
 
To submit your membership for 
2022, complete the membership 
insert from the January 2022 
Gazette, include either cash or 
check, and mail to Kings Park 
Civic Association, P.O. Box 1243, 
Springfield, VA 22151-1243.  
 
You may also complete the 2022 

Membership Form online 

at www.kings-park.org and then 

submit your payment              

electronically via PayPal or via 

Bill Pay by setting up KPCA on 

your bank’s bill pay option and 

have your bank mail the check! 

(Hint: making this an annual  

recurring transaction ensures 

that you never forget to pay your 

dues!).  

Treasurer’s Report 
VP of Finance, Susan Malmberg 

Membership Committee Update 
VP of Membership, Leeann Alberts 

Since the last report KPCA has 
had an income of $2,540, 
$1,885 from dues and $655 
from donations.  During that 
time period we spent $934; 
$834 for common area 
maintenance and $100 for 
Braddock District Council dues.  
Thank you to all who have paid 

their dues and also to those 
have donated.  Please consider 
volunteering for the KPCA 
Board and Committees.  At this 
time we especially need to fill 
the position of  KPCA Secretary.  
Please join us! We welcome 
your new ideas and civic        
involvement!  

2 

 

Kings Park 
Civic Association 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President, Jim Sobecke 
703-978-2035 

jsobecke@gmail.com 
 

VP of Social Outreach, 
Charlotte Hannagan 

484-431-6448 
xarlot@gmail.com 

 

VP of Community Safety, 
Susan Cappa 
703-323-9683 

sjcappa@gmail.com 
 

VP of Events, Susan Metcalf 
703-472-6512 

Susan.metcalf@verizon.net 
 

Secretary, vacant 
Reach out if you’re interested! 

 

VP of Finance, 
Susan Malmberg 

703-425-1478 
Susan.malmberg@gmail.com 

 

VP of Membership, 
Leeann Alberts 
703-314-6932 

lawleeann@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.kings-park.org/
mailto:jsobecke@gmail.com
mailto:xarlot@gmail.com
mailto:sjcappa@gmail.com
mailto:Susan.metcalf@verizon.net
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mailto:lawleeann@gmail.com
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Recent and Upcoming Neighborhood Events 
VP of Events, Susan Metcalf 

Kings Park Community Yard Sale: Despite 
having to reschedule from the   original date 
and the heat on the new date, the community 
yard was a total success with over 40 houses 
participating.  Looking forward to it again next 
year. 
  
Kings Park Food Truck Thursdays:  
Scheduling for these is in the process and  
further information will be posted on the Kings 
Park Civic Association Facebook Group. We 
are having trouble finding trucks without a 
guaranteed minimum order. So far, we have: 
Zainy’s Flying Grill Thursday June 23 5:30pm 
Ford’s Fish Shack Thursday July 14 4:30pm 
Lady K’s Catering Thursday September 29 
5:30pm 
 
 Ice Cream Day Saturday June 11th 12pm-
5pm: By the time you’re reading the gazette, we 
hope you will have been able to enjoy your ice-
cream, courtesy of the KPCA and membership 

dues.  I’m sure it was fun to see all the updates 
of the truck location and fun photos on the 
KPCA Facebook Group! 
 
July 4th Parade and Picnic in the park: As Jim 

explained on the front page of the gazette, the 

parade will start at 10am on Monday, July 4th, 

and will be followed by our annual picnic ($7 

CASH ONLY for a combo meal of one hot dog, 

chips, and a drink) and Kings Park Band        

concert. 

 

Annual KPCA Octoberfest: We’re thrilled to 

continue the Oktoberfest tradition on            

September 24th at Parliament Pool.         

Homemade brats, music, and fun.  Stay tuned 

for more details on Facebook and in the next 

gazette. 
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Friends of Lake Accotink Park (FLAP) Announcements 

BENCHES ARE RETURNING TO THE TRAILS 
AT LAKE ACCOTINK PARK 
All the benches were removed from the Lake    
Accotink Park Trails, due to Safety concerns.  
New benches were purchased and are being      
installed in all the same locations.   
Questions?  Contact@flapaccotink.org  
 
FRIENDS OF LAKE ACCOTINK PARK - FLAP 
Board positions are open- It Is YOUR LAKE        
ACCOTINK PARK help make a difference for 
about an hour a month! Accepting                      
candidates. Email Contact@flapaccotink.org    

mailto:Contact@flapaccotink.org
mailto:Contact@flapaccotink.org
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It’s Mosquito Time 
VP of Community Safety, Susan Cappa 

Lucky us!  It’s mosquito season in Kings Park, 
as it is every summer.  Do mosquitoes seem 
to love you most?  Maybe they do, because 
they are attracted to Type O blood, pregnant 
women, sweat, potassium, alcohol, and the 
carbon dioxide that you exhale when you 
breathe.  They used to be mostly active at 
night, but with the advent of the Tiger      
mosquitoes, you can get bitten anytime! Also, 
their activity increases 500% when there’s a 
full moon.  So, mosquitoes really do love all of 
us! What can we do? 

There are plenty of do it yourself mosquito 
control methods.  They will not entirely  
eradicate mosquitoes, but will keep them at a 
tolerable level. 

• Remove standing water in your yard to 
deprive mosquitoes of a place to lay their 
eggs.  The main species in our area lays 
its eggs in small, artificial containers like 
corrugated downspout extensions, dishes 
under potted plants, tarps that catch   
water, buckets, etc. (not ditches, creeks, 
ponds or lakes).  If you have standing  
water that cannot be eliminated, treat it 
with a larvicide that is  mosquito-specific, 
and environmentally-friendly, such as 
Mosquito Dunks®, available at hardware 
stores, garden centers, and from           
Supervisor Walkingshaw’s office 

• Plant mosquito-repelling plants: Strongly 
scented plants such as lavender, catnip, 
marigolds, rosemary, or bee balm are 
natural mosquito repellents and    attract 
beneficial pollinators to your yard, too.  

• Make a fire: Mosquitoes don’t like smoke, 
so a fire pit or brazier will keep them 
away for as long as it burns.  

• Run a fan: Running a fan around outside 
seating areas makes it difficult for      
mosquitoes to land.  If they can’t land, 

they can’t bite. 

• Keep a clean yard:  yard waste and fallen 
leaves are hangouts for mosquitoes.  If 
you’ve got lots of mosquito activity in the 
yard, consider spraying with an             
insecticide, used according to package 
instructions.  

• Wear loose fitting, light colored clothing: 
Dark clothing  makes it easier for        
mosquitoes to find you.  

• Repair your screens:  If there’s a hole in 
your screen, mosquitoes will find it. 

Unfortunately, nothing is 100% effective, 
so wear an EPA-registered insect             
repellent outside.  Read the labels and look 
for DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus 
(OLE), IR 3535, para-menthane-diol (PMD) 
or 2-undecanone. Insect repellents are safe 
and effective for children and pregnant  
women, too, if used according to label        
instructions. If using sunscreen, apply       
sunscreen first and then repellent. 
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Stormwater is runoff such as rainwater,     
melting snow and ice. 
 
In natural areas where the land has not been 
paved, this runoff soaks into the soil and may 
be taken up by plants or enter the groundwater 
system. 
 
In heavily developed areas, stormwater runoff 
from roads, sidewalks, driveways, roofs and 
other hard surfaces cannot soak into the 
ground, but instead flows rapidly off these   
impervious surfaces and into the storm     
drainage system. 

The runoff is carried either to a stormwater 
management facility or directly to lakes, 
streams, rivers or wetlands. On its path to our 
waterways, runoff can pick up pollutants such 
as sediments, excess nutrients, toxic              

substances and disease-causing                        
microorganisms. These pollutants have         
potentially harmful effects on drinking water 
supplies, recreation and our fish populations. 
Ultimately, this polluted runoff makes its way 
to the Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay 
through our many watersheds. 

How can you protect your water? 
Everyone can help preserve our water quality 
and protect the environment. Ensure that only 
rain goes down the storm drain by limiting 
lawn fertilizer, picking up pet waste, managing 
trash, and properly disposing of paint, motor 
oil, and chemicals. Inside the home, avoid  
pouring fats, oils and grease down the drain, 
and never flush used medicine down the toilet. 
 
Source: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/waters-journey 
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What is stormwater and where does it go? 
By Beverly Boschert 

 Congratulations to all our Kings Park residents that graduated this year!  Whether from 
high school, middle school, elementary school, or “just” a grade to another—it’s been a 
hard couple of years and we take our hats off to you! 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/stormwater/storm-drainage-system
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/waters-journey
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/waters-journey


Summer Edition  July 2022 

 6 



Summer Edition  July 2022 

 7 



Summer Edition  July 2022 

 

LITT’L BIT O’ BRIT” TOUR 
By Sandy Kester, Kings’ Park resident since 1999 

‘alo, love. Now that the lads and lassies ‘ave 

finished their schoolin’ this year, we still have 

more to l’arn on this tour of discoverin’ the 

origin of our street names in Kings’ Park neigh-

borhood. Now, don’t leggit [run away] thinkin’ 

it’ll be borin’ ya.  We’ll ‘ave a cracking [very] 

good time of it today. Ya probably know that 

we ‘ave two schools in KP but did ya know two 

of our streets are named in honor of prestig-

ious schools in England: Harrow Way & Eton 

Lane. But pretty cheeky they are – they sur-

round our Kings’ Park school on either side.  

Innit [isn’t] somethin’? Let’s go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harrow school, established in 1557 by John 

Lyon, a landowner and farmer under a charter 

by Queen Elizabeth the Ist, for parish [county] 

boys-only ages 13 – 18 with the purpose that 

they would continue onto Cambridge or Ox-

ford.  By 1591 fee-paying “foreigners,” i.e., non 

parish residents, were admitted. By 1620 there 

were 120 students with many boarding yearly; 

others were considered “day-students”, they 

walked to school. Parents were expected to 

provide paper, ink, pens, books, candles, bows 

& arrows. Presently, there are 820 boys, all 

living full-time at the school which is mandato-

ry now. Tuition costs $18,330 per term (three 

terms per school year). Harrow has amongst its 

alumni seven British Prime Ministers; PM of 

India Nehru; King Hussein of Jordan; two kings 

of Iraq; the current Sheikh of Qatar & one Emir 

of Zanzibar.  Several Nobel laureates, two Wim-

bledon tennis champions and numerous nota-

ble present-day actors, too. Students’ uniform 

include gray slacks, black dress shoes, blue 

blazer, white shirt, black tie with Harrow-blue 

stripes and a straw hat. Harrow’s motto is Stet 

Fortuna Domus Donorum Dei Dispensatio Fi-

delis, translated:   Let the Fortune of the House 

Stand, The Faithful Dispensation of the Gifts of 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Similarly, Eton College, is a boys-only school 

founded in 1441 by King Henry VI for 70 poor 

boys who would then go onto Kings College, 

Cambridge.  Eton has produced 20 British 

Prime Ministers, including the current PM Boris 

Johnson. Also, British royalty including princes 

William & Harry.  By the 1670s the student-

body numbered 207, in the 1800s, 300, while 

today there are over 1,300. Presently the annu-

al tuition is close to $60,000. Uniforms consist 

of a black tailcoat, white tie and waistcoat and 

striped pants. A top hat is added for special 

occasions.  Its alums have included one Nobel 

Peace prize winner; PMs and princes from 

France, Thailand, Nepal, Ethiopia, Romania, 

and Yugoslavia.  Writers including Ian Fleming 

(James Bond novels & “Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang”); George Orwell (1984 & “Animal 

Farm”); actors Jeremy Brett (Sherlock Holmes), 

Tom Hiddleston (Thor & Loki), Hugh Laurie 

(House), Damian Lewis, Eddie Redmayne, to 

name a few.  Plus, 37 Victoria cross (a medal 

for valor during wartime) recipients. Its motto 

is: Floreat Etona, translated: May Eton Flourish.  

 

Well now, mates, you’ve been to the school of 

life today, l’arnin’ about two street names from 

two famous schools.  Go and impress your ma-

tes with this.  Til next tour.  Cheers, love.  
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The History of the Pie:  Ah, one of my favorite 
topics.  I received a “Pie of the Quarter” as a 
Christmas gift.  In it (the package, not the pie) 
the bakers placed a history of pie.  I will        
borrow parts of the article for this Whimsy 
Corner. 
 
Not surprisingly, the Egyptians kept recipes for 
their pies.  Those inventive Egyptians also    
followed two calendars.  The first tracked the 
flooding of the Nile so they could prepare for 
the immense amount of water that would come 
their way.  But, while useful for farming,        
bureaucrats could not relish plus or minus 
weeks to the flood event, so they invented their 
own 10-month calendar based on the star    
Sirius. Farmers and bureaucrats were           
happy!  Not so much for the bakers who baked 
just after the flood event of one calendar but 
were taxed by the month in another                
calendar.  They got their revenge. 
 
The first Egyptian pies featured honey, fruit, 
and nuts as filling, the crust a baking vessel, 
akin to pottery, not to be eaten.  The tipoff 
about the crust? Crusted pies were named 
“coffins”.  Oh, and when the pie consisted of a 
type of bird, the legs were left outside the pie 
and used as handles; The first fast food. 
 
Between the 13th and 16th centuries, the dough 

was referred to as “bullet proof” dough. These 
pie doughs were of such strength that they 
could hold a small orchestra to enliven a royal 
feast; One could only hope that their pie        
remained unbaked before serving. 
 
England and their colonists soon changed the 
nature of the dough so that the whole pie could 
be eaten without losing your teeth, gums, 
esophagus, and stomach. As the pie gained 
popularity, colonial fairs began to feature pie 
eating and pie throwing contests. The pie 
crusts could be baked the “old-fashioned way” 
if the pie recipient was unpopular.  Hey, we 
could hold elections that way! And measure 
validity of an election by the average density of 
the pie dough thrown at each candidate? 
 
I hope you enjoy a delicious slice of pie, but 
check the dough. 
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Whimsy Corner 
By Terry Boschert 
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