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Kings Park Gazette 

About the Gazette 
The Gazette is published quarterly: January, April, July, and 
October.  Suggestions and submissions should be sent to 
Charlotte at KingsParkCivicAssociation@gmail.com. 
The KPCA reserves the right to not publish any material it 
deems inappropriate.  To advertise, see the advertising 
form at www.kings-park.org or contact Charlotte Hannagan. 
If you are moving and want to continue to receive the     
Gazette, join the KPCA and let us know that you need the 
Gazette mailed to you at your new address. 

I blinked, and suddenly we’re nearly a quarter of the way 
through 2024.  As you’ll see in this gaze e, the KPCA is ac vely 
planning the rest of the year.  If you haven’t joined yet,        
remember to do so.  It’s easy and helps support many of our 
free ac vi es that make Kings Park so special. 
 
We are lucky to have an involved and engaged KPCA board.  We 
are an ac ve par cipant in the “Fairfax Families for Safe Streets” 
group (h ps://novasafestreets.org/ffxfss/).  We also joined  
forces with the Bren Mar HOA and other associa ons to urge 
the Board of Supervisors to change data center development 
zoning ordinance (h ps://sites.google.com/view/savebrenmar/
home).  Last year, we were an ac ve par cipant in the Task 
Force on the Future of Lake Acco nk (h ps://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/lake-acco nk-task-force), which 
has ul mately led to the Board of Supervisors unanimously  
approving a mo on to preserve the lake.  The KPCA is also    
involved in the Braddock Road Mul modal Improvement Project 
(h ps://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-
district/braddock-road-mul modal-improvements-in-fairfax-
county/), and stays abreast of issues at the forefront of the  
district as a whole.  In Kings Park itself, the KPCA sponsors     
Parliament Pool, Kings Park and Kings Glen Elementary Schools, 
neighborhood cub and girl scouts, and more.  It’s not just the 
board itself though, the whole neighborhood enjoys a wonderful 
community spirit and neighborhood camaraderie.   Whenever 
someone posts on Facebook or NextDoor, residents always  
respond with advice or help.  It’s a wonderful place to live. 
 
 

As the weather con nues to warm up, I look forward to seeing 
more neighbors out and about, whether at KPCA events, at the 
pool, or just walking/running/biking around the area.   If you 
need anything, you know how to reach me and the rest of the 
board (our informa on is on the next page).  Please reach out if 
you have any ideas or sugges ons of ini a ves you’d like for us 
to consider, or you’d like to lead. 
 
See you soon! 

KINGS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION—PO BOX 1243, SPRINGFIELD, VA  22151—WWW.KINGS-PARK.ORG 

President’s Note 
Charlotte Hannagan 
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As of March 1, 2024, 236 families were 
official members of the Kings Park Civic 
Associa on. At this point in 2023, 216 
families had already paid the KPCA dues, 
in 2022, 209 families had become part of 
our ranks, and in 2021, 336 families had 
joined KPCA. Is your street represented in 
our street compe on? Show your KPCA 
pride and close the gap between the 2021 
membership numbers and today’s total! 

Thanks to all of the KPCA families who 
have joined! 

We need to keep the momentum of   
incoming 2024 membership joins and 
renewals in order to sustain all of the 
wonderful events and services provided 
by the KPCA! Payment of your dues will 
ensure your par cipa on in the members-
only as well as the free to all events that 
KPCA sponsors throughout the year. 

Your membership will ensure that more 
Kings Park neighbors will be able to take 
part in the benefits that the KPCA offers, 
such as: social events, neighborhood  
camaraderie, grounds maintenance, 
Neighborhood Watch,  and affilia on with 
local government organiza ons. 

Your dues, involvement, and volunteerism 

to support KPCA help to keep Kings Park 
one of the most highly desired           
neighborhoods in the Northern Virginia 
area.  

To submit your membership for 2024, 
complete the membership insert from the 
January 2024 Gaze e, include either cash 
or check, and mail to Kings Park Civic As-
socia on, P.O. Box 1243, Springfield, VA 
22151-1243.  

You may also complete the 2024       
Membership Form online at www.kings-
park.org and then submit your payment 
electronically via PayPal or via Bill Pay by 
se ng up KPCA on your bank’s bill pay 
op on and have your bank mail the 
check! (Hint: making this an annual     
recurring transac on ensures that you 
never forget to pay your dues!).  

Please note that if you have signed up for 
Bill Pay in the past you must adjust the 
amount to account for the small dues 
increase that took effect in 2023.  

Finally, we have included  the QR code on 
this page that you can scan for the    
membership process.  We look forward to 
another great year with KPCA! 

Treasurer’s Report 
VP of Finance, Susan Malmberg 

Membership Committee Update 
VP of Membership, Leeann Alberts 

Since the start of the KPCA fiscal year 
our income is $10,312. This increase 
since the January report is made up of 
membership dues ($6,292), dona ons 
($2,095) and adver sing revenue ($400).   

Our expenses for this me period are 
$7,761.  The increase since January   
includes Gaze e prin ng ($664), lawn 
care ($1,040), holiday party ($373) and 
administra ve expenses ($458).  

Thank you to all who have joined for the 
new year and thank you to all who have 
donated extra to help  keep this a     
wonderful neighborhood.   
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Kings Park 
Civic Association 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President, Charlotte Hannagan 
484-431-6448 

KingsParkCivicAssocia-
tion@gmail.com 

 

VP of Social Outreach, 
Eric DeTurk 

908-616-8508 
eric.deturk@gmail.com 

 

VP of Community Safety, 
Susan Cappa 
703-424-8475 

sjcappa@gmail.com 
 

VP of Events, Susan Metcalf 
703-472-6512 

Susan.metcalf@verizon.net 
 

Secretary, VACANT 
 

 

VP of Finance, 
Susan Malmberg 

703-425-1478 
Susan.malmberg@gmail.com 

 

VP of Membership, 
Leeann Alberts 

lawleeann@gmail.com 

Call Charlotte at 484-431-6448 
with membership questions 
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Volunteer Appreciation Day 
By Susan Cappa and Eric DeTurk 

Last December, at the Childrens’ Christmas Party; helpers 
from West Springfield High School assisted at the             
membership table (service hours).  They didn’t live in Kings 
Park, and were amazed at the volunteer spirit in our         
community (the cupcakes didn’t hurt, either).  They had   
never seen anything like it!  And they were so right.  To honor 
our special community volunteer spirit, we’re having our first, 
but not our last, Volunteer Apprecia on Day celebra on on 
Saturday, April 20 (rain date April 27).   
 
In order to make the best use of our precious weekend me, 
we will be honoring the volunteers with a Brunch.  
It will be held in Kings Park Park, from 10am ll 
noon. Food will be served by Provision Kitchen, 
the organiza on that did a wonderful job serving 
dinner at our Na onal Night Out celebra on last 
summer.  There will also be coffee, water, and 
juice.  All we ask is that you bring your own chair.  
Weather permi ng, the snow cone machine may 
make an appearance, too. 

 
A er the volunteers have been fed, but before they doze off, 
we’ll have a low-key recogni on ceremony.  It’s scheduled to  
start at 11am and will celebrate the incredible community 
volunteer spirit that makes Kings Park so special.   
 
Look for further announcements on our KPCA Facebook Page 
and look for a flyer that will be distributed closer to the    
celebra on date.  
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Our Houses are beau ful and well-built, but they are 
old.  Mine was built in 1963.  Therefore, our houses don’t 
have many safety features or the electrical capacity that are 
standard in newer homes. Tripping your circuit breakers is a 
clue that you may need more electrical capacity.  If you 
haven’t already, call a licensed electrician for an inspec on 
of your home’s electrical system. You may need to replace 
worn out wiring, add outlets or circuits, increase the amount 
of electricity that comes into your home, or replace the main 
electrical panel.  Failure to take care of your electrical     
system can lead to a costly, or deadly, fire. 

In addi on to ge ng your home’s electrical system in shape, 
there are other safety measures that you can take to ensure 
that your home is safe from accidental fires.  

· Smoke alarms.  Install at least one smoke alarm on each 
floor.  If the alarms are ba ery-operated, change 
ba eries annually.  If you have a smoker in your house, 
install a smoke alarm in their bedroom. 

· Get the whole family involved in fire safety.  Teach your 
young children about smoke alarms, review what they 
need to do when a smoke alarm goes off.   Develop an 
evacua on plan in case of fire and review it with the 
whole family. Discuss what to do if they find hazardous 
materials, such as matches, smoldering cigare es,  
fireworks, or fire starters.  

· Cook Carefully.  Clean your stovetop before and a er 
cooking, to lessen the possibility of grease fires.  If you 
have a grease fire, put a lid on it and take the pot off 
the flame.  Cook with pot handles inward, to keep pots 
on the stove.  Don’t wear flowing garments when  
cooking.  Keep the cooking area child-free to ensure 

their (and your) safety. Don’t leave cooking pots      
una ended.  If you have an induc on cooktop, there 
are special safety requirements.  Read up on the safety 
features and follow them. 

· Protect Major Appliances;  Add surge protectors to your 
computer systems and  HVAC systems to protect them 
from electrical surges and lessen the risk of fire.  

· Fireplace safety.  If you have a fireplace and use it, have 
the chimney cleaned regularly.  Use firescreens to keep 
cinders in the fireplace and clean the hearth regularly. 

· Give Space Heaters Space.   Only plug space heaters 
into wall outlets, do  not plug them into extension 
cords.   Keep heaters 3 feet away from drapes,        
cushions, or other flammable materials. Don’t go to 
sleep, or leave your house, with a space heater on. 

· Lithium Ba ery Safety. If you have a cell phone, a    
laptop, an electric car or scooter; then you’ve got a 
lithium ba ery. Since lithium ba eries store a lot of 
energy in a small space, if defec ve or improperly 
stored, they can catch fire or explode.  Store and charge 
them away from your bed, at room temperature, away 
from flammable items.  If ba eries are warm, leaking, 
or making noises; discon nue use and call 911. 
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Thoughts on Fire Safety 
By Susan Cappa, VP of Community Safety 
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“LITT’L BIT O’ BRIT” TOUR 
By Sandy Kester, Kings’ Park resident since 1999 

‘allo, chaps. ‘ow are ya?  Doin’ alright, ‘opefully.  We’re 
back on the tour in our neighborhood discovering the 
origins of the names of our streets here in Kings’ 
Park.  Today our tour will be on one of our longest 
streets:  Southampton Drive.  Let’s get right on the bus 
and go right to Southampton, England, a seaside town 
that is 69 miles south of London.  What’s so special about 
Southampton, you ask. Let’s uncover ten notables of its 
history: 

#1 – The birthplace of the ship the Titanic.  It was built 
and departed here on April 10th, 1912, only to be sunk on 
April 15th, 5 days later.  1,514 lives perished aboard with 
only 706 survivors.  

#2 – Author Jane Austen lived here for 2 years, had her 
18th birthday here and wrote Sense and Sensibility while 
living here.  

#3 – The Normans arrived here first in 1066. This is also 
comedian Benny Hill’s birthplace in 1924. 

#4 – Southampton University is listed in the Top 100   
Universi es in the world. 

#5 – Approximately 450 cruise ships dock here yearly. 

#6 – Clarence Birdseye, American inventor/entrepreneur, 
tested and marketed his original frozen Fish Fingers (we 
call them fish s cks) here in 1953. 

 

 

 

 

#7 – The Mayflower ship set sail for America from here in 
1620 with our pilgrim forefathers aboard.  

 

 

#8 – Southampton applied for city status in 1929 but King 
George V rejected it.  Finally, it became a legi mate city in 
1964.  

#9 – In 1180 A.D., a wall was built around this medieval 
town and became its entrance.  A por on of the wall is 
called the Bargate and s ll stands in the center of town on 
High Street. 

#10 – It is considered the sunniest and warmest city in the 
UK.  It once reached 96 degrees in 1976.  

 
Thanks for being with us on our deligh ul discovery of the 
city of Southampton.  Til next tour. 

Cheers, Love! 
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Your Kings Park Civic Associa on is sponsoring the         
following Spring events: 
 
KPCA Kings Park Park Spring Clean-up: March 30th 9am-
11am.  Meet at the Trafalgar Court park entrance. 
 
KPCA Volunteer Recogni on Day: Saturday April 20th 10am-
12pm (volunteer recogni on will take place at 11am).  Rain 
date April 27th. 
 
Kings Park Community Yard Sale: Kings Park Yard Sale, at 
everyone's own yard Saturday May 4th 8am-12pm, a great 
way to start clearing out your house, garage, carport, shed, 
etc in prepara on. The yard sale will be well adver sed and 
we are pu ng balloons at each par cipa ng house to make 
them easier to spot and publishing a neighborhood map 
with all par cipa ng houses marked. This map will be     
included with all ads as well as given out to buyers as they 
come into the neighborhood. Ques ons? Comments? Or to 
have your house included on the map and balloon list,    
contact Susan Metcalf at Susan.Metcalf@verizon.net (and 
make sure I have your address so I can add you to the list) 
 

Kings Park Junk Removal Day: May 4. In conjunc on with 
the yard sale, the KPCA is sponsoring a junk removal day by 
teaming up with Out Junk Out for KPCA members only.  This 
was very well successful last year, so you don’t want to miss 
out! For a KPCA discounted rate, you can make an           
appointment with Out Junk Out to come and remove      
unwanted items from your house.  Please visit 
www.outjunkout.com/ to sign up and to receive our        
discounted rate, please men on KPCA Clean-up Day. Eddy 
Claros will be happy to take care of you. 
 
KPCA July 4th Parade and Concert in the Park, more details 
for this annual KPCA event will be in the next Gaze e. 
 
Summer Movies in the Park, your KPCA is planning to host 
summer movies/ac vi es in the park.  More details on the 
KPCA Facebook Page and in the July Gaze e. 
 
Na onal Night out, August 6. While the KPCA will be unable  
to host a community wide event at Kings Park Park this year, 
we encourage blocks/streets to register for this community 
event.  Registra on will open soon online.   
We hope to resume the event in 2025! 
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Kings Park Social Events 
By Susan Metcalf, VP of Events 

Traffic calming in Kings Park 
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2024 Na ve Seedling Sale 

h ps://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-
water-conserva on/na ve-seedling-
saleInforma on 

Begins Thursday, March 14, 2024.  
Order on the website. 

 
Recycle or Trash—what goes where? 

To find out where to put items no longer useful, 
check this site: 

h ps://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/
recycling-trash/residen al-materials 
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Friends of Lake Accotink Park 
(FLAP) 

FLAP Monthly 2024 Lake Acco nk Park Clean-up 

DATE: 2nd Sunday of every month 
TIME: 9am-12pm 
LOCATION: Lake Acco nk Marina (at the sign-in tent 
Pick up gloves, FLAP informa on, clean-up bags, tools, 
maps, and more.  You will be loaned a FLAP safety vest.  
Volunteer 4 mes and receive your very OWN safety vest 
to personalize 
ACTIVITIES: Pick-up trash bags and find debris carelessly 
dumped, dropped, or forgo en.  Refill dog waste bag 
sta ons if they are empty or near-empty.  Clip vines and 
more 
REGISTER: h ps://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/
custom/1380/#/organiza on_details/71653 
QUESTIONS: contact@flapacco nk.org 

Caring for the Pollinator Garden 

DATE: 2nd Sunday of every month 
TIME: 10:30am-12pm 
WHERE: Lake Acco nk Park, Margaret Kinder Pollinator 
Garden (next to the sign-in tent / near the restrooms) 
ACTIVITIES: Work alongside our experts as they care for 
the pollinator plants, watering, and clean-up.  We provide 
tools and gloves or you can bring your own 
REGISTER: h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/caring-for-the-
pollinator-garden-at-lake-acco nk-park- ckets-
602959567297 

Exploring the Pollinator Garden 

DATE: 2nd Sunday of every month 
TIME: 10:30am-12pm 
WHERE: Lake Acco nk Park, Margaret Kinder Pollinator 
Garden (next to the sign-in tent / near the restrooms) 
ACTIVITIES: Our experts will guide you through the polli-
nators and pollinator plans, star ng and maintaining your 
own (any size) pollinator garden 
REGISTER: h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/exploring-the-
pollinator-garden-at-lake-acco nk-park- ckets-
602955284487 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 FLAP General Membership Mee ngs 

DATE: March 27, May 22, August 28, November 20 
TIME: 6:30-7:30pm 
WHERE: The mee ngs are either in Ravensworth Farm 
(Community of Christ Church, 5610 Inverchapel Road, 
Springfield) or in the large pavilion at the Park.  Check the 
website for more informa on: h ps://flapacco nk.org/ 

FLAP First Annual Friends of Lake Acco nk Park 1040—5k 
Walk-Run 

DATE: Saturday, 13 April 2024 
TIME: Packet pick-up at 9am; Race starts at 10:40 for run-
ners; 10:50 for walkers; Awards at 12pm 
WHERE: Lake Acco nk Park 
MORE INFORMATION: h ps://flapacco nk.org/ 

 

FCPA Earth Day 

DATE: Saturday, April 20 2024 
TIME: 10am-4pm (rain or shine) 
LOCATION: Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully Way, 
Chan lly 
Save the date—more informa on to come! 

2nd Beaver Boogie 5K Walk Run 

DATE: Saturday, 30th November 2024 
TIME: 9am-12pm 
LOCATION: Lake Acco nk Park 
REGISTRATION: h ps://flapacco nk.org/ (events tab) 
Gi  bags and more; 100% of proceeds go to FLAP projects 
and programs at Lake Acco nk Park.  More informa on to 
come! 
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An Uniden fied Flying Object (UFO) or an Uniden fied 
Anomalous Phenomenon (UAP), is any perceived            
phenomenon that cannot be at once iden fied or explained. 
With this defini on, I can answer the ques on, “Do UFOs 
exist?” with a resounding YES. Humans and our machines 
see unexplained phenomena all over our world, in the air, in 
the sea, in space around Earth. So, what are they? 

Carl Sagan proposed a criterion –  
Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence" – 
which is known as the Sagan standard. Have we collected 
such evidence? 

First a li le background perspec ve. The Milky Way holds 
between 100 and 400 billion stars and at least that number 
of planets. In November 2013, astronomers reported, based 
on Kepler space mission data, that there could be as many 
as 40 billion Earth-sized planets orbi ng in the habitable 
zones of Sun-like stars and red dwarfs within the Milky 
Way.  That number represents forty billion chances that life 
arose elsewhere in our galaxy. Latest es mates place      
intelligent life skilled in technology at this moment at around 
thirty planets in the Milky Way. Thus, a civiliza on capable 
of reaching us is a rare but not zero possibility. 

Fuzzy photographs or videos, blips on radar, crop circles, and 
first-person abduc on stories, are not the extraordinary 
proof needed to claim intelligent opera on of vessels, either 
from another planet or from an Earth in another universe or 

meline. Such evidence is one-dimensional. The evidence 
shows no actual aliens or consists of unverifiable stories. 

What is extraordinary evidence? Physical remains of a cra , 
heavy metals that do not exist on Earth, photos of the inside 
of an alien cra , material with bizarre tendencies, anything 
that scien sts could leisurely examine. Occupants of an alien 
cra  that lands on the White House grounds to say hello 
would also seem to lend credence to the fact that aliens 
exist. None of the possibili es have happened thus far 
(February 26,2024, 6:11 PM, just in case it happens a er I 
send this ar cle). 

What do I believe? I think alien piloted cra  do exist and 
have visited our Earth in the past. I should add that spouse, 
son, dog, cat, and neighbors consider me to be a “li le 
off.”  This extraordinary claim does have extraordinary   
evidence. Sigh! 

 
milky way galaxy - Search (bing.com) 
Carl Sagan on Alien Abduc on | NOVA | PBS 

 

 

 

11 

Whimsey Corner 
By Terry Boschert 

KINGS PARK PATROL 
By Beverly Boschert 
 
Kings Park Neighborhood Watch schedules patrols of the KP        
neighborhood on non-holiday workdays.  

As a volunteer for Neighborhood Watch, you have your choice of day 
and me of day to help.  We have a suggested route to follow on the 
patrol.  There is a sign to display on the vehicle during a patrol.  A 
patrol takes about 1 ½ hours.  Preferably two people drive a patrol 
together. We also welcome solo drivers.  

We need new volunteers to help patrol. This is a great  opportunity 
for any resident wan ng to get to know Kings Park be er or for   
student needing driving hours or community service hours. Help by 
driving a patrol once a month or once a quarter. All are welcome! 

Email terry.boschert@verizon.net to volunteer! 
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